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Findings
Exposure to Violence at School

As shown in Table 4.2, there were not any significant differences between the baseline and post-
implementation years for any of the indicators of violence in school at any of the sites. Despite
the lack of differences reaching statistical significance, there was a drop in the raw number of
violence related suspensions and expulsions in Grand Forks, potentially indicating that there
were fewer violent incidents at school. It is possible that programming created by the Grand
Forks Defending Childhood team contributed to this decline. Specifically, they introduced
prevention programming to all children and youth in Grand Forks County that was aimed to
address multiple types of violence, including bullying. They also implemented a school-based
Restorative Justice program, which can be used as an alternative way of holding offenders
accountable while repairing the relationship between victims and offenders, thus reducing the
use of suspension and expulsion.
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